
Civic Space Under Siege

The Future of Tourism as a Freedom Economy

ITB 2024 - Diversity and Inclusion Track

37 4043 50

Antje Monshausen – Tourism Watch

Head of Sustainability and Economic Development, Brot für die Welt



The Global State of 
Democracy

Democracy continued to weaken. In 
2022, half of the 173 countries 
covered by International IDEA, saw 
declines in at least one democracy-
indicator.

2024 emerges as a pivotal election 
year, featuring national elections in 
over 50 countries, including some of 
the world's largest economies. 

Source: https://www.idea.int/gsod/2023/

https://www.idea.int/gsod/2023/
https://www.idea.int/gsod/2023/


Civicus Monitor 2023: Major Civic Space Crisis 

Source: https://monitor.civicus.org/
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• Right to associate

• Right to peaceful protest

• Right to free expression

https://monitor.civicus.org/


Civicus Monitor 2023: People Power under Thread

Source: https://monitor.civicus.org/

• Almost a third of the world’s population lives in countries with closed civic 

space. In 2018 it was 26,6 percent.

• Less than 15 percent live in countries that allow and guarantee civic rights.   
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Civic Space Incidents

https://monitor.civicus.org/


Tourism is a peoples business

• Long-lasting success depends on local acceptance of tourism!

• Business and human rights framework!

• Tourism was and is a “child” of the freedom age!





"Better to be criticized by the right 
than getting applause 
from the wrong side." 



Thank you for your attention!
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