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WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION 
IV. Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development 

... 41.  Promote sustainable tourism development, including non-consumptive and eco-tourism, taking into account the 
spirit of the International Year of Eco-tourism 2002, the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage in 2002, the World Eco-
tourism Summit 2002 and its Quebec Declaration, and the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism as adopted by the World Tourism 
Organization in order to increase the benefits from tourism resources for the population in host communities while maintaining 
the cultural and environmental integrity of the host communities and enhancing the protection of ecologically sensitive areas 
and natural heritages. Promote sustainable tourism development and capacity-building in order to contribute to the 
strengthening of rural and local communities. This would include actions at all levels to: 

 (a)  Enhance international cooperation, foreign direct investment and partnerships with both private and public 
sectors, at all levels; 

 (b)  Develop programmes, including education and training programmes, that encourage people to participate in eco-
tourism, enable indigenous and local communities to develop and benefit from eco-tourism, and enhance stakeholder 
cooperation in tourism development and heritage preservation, in order to improve the protection of the environment, natural 
resources and cultural heritage; 

 (c)  Provide technical assistance to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to support 
sustainable tourism business development and investment and tourism awareness programmes, to improve domestic tourism, 
and to stimulate entrepreneurial development; 

 (d)  Assist host communities in managing visits to their tourism attractions for their maximum benefit, while ensuring 
the least negative impacts on and risks for their traditions, culture and environment, with the support of the World Tourism 
Organization and other relevant organizations; 

 (e)  Promote the diversification of economic activities, including through the facilitation of access to markets and 
commercial information, and participation of emerging local enterprises, especially small and medium-sized enterprises. 

42.  Biodiversity, which plays a critical role in overall sustainable development and poverty eradication, is essential to our 
planet, human well-being and to the livelihood and cultural integrity of people. ... A more efficient and coherent 
implementation of the three objectives of the Convention and the achievement by 2010 of a significant reduction in the current 
rate of loss of biological diversity will require the provision of new and additional financial and technical resources to 
developing countries, and includes actions at all levels to: ... 

 (b)  Promote the ongoing work under the Convention on the sustainable use on biological diversity, including on 
sustainable tourism, as a cross-cutting issue relevant to different ecosystems, sectors and thematic areas; … 

VII.   Sustainable development of small island developing States 
 
52. ... This would include actions at all levels to: 

 (g)  Develop community-based initiatives on sustainable tourism by 2004, and build the capacities necessary to 
diversify tourism products, while protecting culture and traditions, and effectively conserving and managing natural resources; 
 
VIII.   Sustainable development for Africa 
 
…64.  Support Africa’s efforts to attain sustainable tourism that contributes to social, economic and infrastructure 
development through the following measures: 

 (a)  Implementing projects at the local, national and subregional levels, with specific emphasis on marketing African 
tourism products, such as adventure tourism, eco-tourism and cultural tourism; 

 (b)  Establishing and supporting national and cross-border conservation areas to promote ecosystem conservation 
according to the ecosystem approach, and to promote sustainable tourism; 

 (c)  Respecting local traditions and cultures and promoting the use of indigenous knowledge in natural resource 
management and eco-tourism;  

 (d)  Assisting host communities in managing their tourism projects for maximum benefit, while limiting negative 
impact on their traditions, culture and environment. … 
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